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Bedford and Milton Keynes Waterway Park Board
Meeting Ten
Wednesday, 18 March, 2015
Central Bedfordshire Council, Priory House, Monks Walk, Chicksands, Shefford, Bedfordshire, SG17 5TQ
DRAFT Meeting Notes (Contact: Paul Vann - 01234 228064)
	Present

	Cllr Tony Brown
	Central Bedfordshire Council (Chair)

	Mayor Dave Hodgson
	Bedford Borough Council

	Cllr Matt Clifton
	Milton Keynes Council

	Sarah Evans
	Milton Keynes Council

	James Clifton
	Canal & River Trust

	Paul Vann
	Bedford Borough Council

	Laura Kitson
	Central Bedfordshire Council

	Graham Mabbutt
	Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	John Best
	Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Ian Bliss
	Environment Agency

	Apologies
	

	Cllr Mick Legg
	Milton Keynes Council

	Jane Hamilton
	Bedford & Milton Keynes Waterway Trust

	Stephen Mooring
	Central Bedfordshire Council

	Nick Webb
	Forest of Marston Vale


	Who
	Action Points and Notes

	
	1  Welcome, Introductions and Apologies (see above re apologies)

	
	2  Minutes of Previous Meeting (15/10/14) and Matters Arising
The previous meeting’s notes were agreed, noting the revised date for the IWA 2015 Festival at Northampton (now August Bank Holiday weekend) and with matters arising picked up through the remaining agenda. 

	SE/PV
PV
PV
	3.  Chair, Membership and Terms of Reference Matters

TB would chair this meeting and MKC would chair and host the next meeting.

SEMLEP would be invited to join the Consortium as the regional body for this regional project, a key funding influencer and with good developer engagement. 
MKDP needn’t be as essentially part of MKC. JC noted useful engagement with them re Campbell/Newlands developments.
The tabled revised Terms of Reference were agreed subject to logo amendment (‘Park’ addition), retention of ‘&’ rather than ‘to’ in Bedford and Milton Keynes Waterway Park, the addition in due course of SEMLEP as a Consortium (and Board + Executive meeting) member and Cllr Matt Clifton recorded as the Milton Keynes Council Portfolio Holder. Ian Bliss noted possible future EA representation by Julie Foley, Deputy Director of Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire. There was discussion of Council roles (in 4.3 of the ToRs) but it was agreed on balance to leave the wording unchanged recognising that this did set any particular level of commitment (as referred to in 1.2 of the ToRs).

	Exec

IB
	4.  Report of Programme Executive
PV introduced these noting in particular the Waterway Park concept development/ communication agenda, parish council and LNP engagement intent, marking the route agreement and initial ‘Programme Lead’ JD development. Discussion focussed on the urgency of finalising the JD in order to start seeking funding for such a post. IB noted and would supply details of the Greater Cambs LEP ESIF bid for funding a similar Fenland related post.

	SE
LK
	5. Delivery Progress, Issues and Opportunities
SE/LK outlined progress on the Eagle Farm North/A421 Dualling project and its waterway delivery/safeguarding role. JC drew attention to the Halcrow line and level work in particular in relation to the apparent problematic issue of taking the waterway under the A421 and Cranfield Road. SE would check this out. The consultants were costing up the basic road only scheme and enhanced scheme accommodating the waterway. There were CPO issues in respect of acquiring land for the waterway where it would be outside the highway boundary. JC and JB noted desire for provision to be made whatever alignment proved deliverable.
LK outlined the Ridgmont Station area work linked to EWR implementation in the planning and design stage. This was looking to a Transport and Works Act submission in late 2015. Stopping up of the level crossing was noted as were arrangements necessary to provide line electrification without impinging on the limited space for the waterway between the railway and the Marston Gate logistics park. The signal building removal intent was noted. This would provide more space for the waterway. LK noted the footpath underpass proposal. This prompted discussion of the relationship between the waterway and its towpath and the footpath and underpass arrangements. LK would follow up on this. LK noted the Marston Gate expansion proposal which was not likely to be able to provide any waterway delivery benefit. The Millbrook Power proposal would similarly not do so. There was no news re the Covanta situation.
PV noted David Fowler’s work on the issue of extending navigation past Kempston Weir to Box End Park. The two major Halcrow studies identifying and assessing the alignment of the waterway over most of its route in the Borough were now complete. Progress continued to be made on the delivery and further planning of NCN51 recognising its relationship with the waterway. Finally it was noted that accommodation of the waterway through Marston Vale Innovation Park (MVIP) could move forward with the trigger to delivery of MVIP in part through the award of funding for delivery of a workshop cluster on MVIP by SEMLEP.

	
	6. Consortium Member Events, Other News and Updates, Other Items for This/Further Meetings and PR/Media

The following were noted:

· The excellent Annual Partnership Conference event in Bedford in November 2014.
· The BMKWT Spring fund-raising dinner at MK College, Thursday, 23rd April (£20).
· The BMKWT AGM on Thursday, 14th May at the URC, High Street, Newport Pagnell.

· Planning for the 2015 APC (November). The MK Transport Catapult was suggested as a potential venue along with George Ballinger as a speaker.

	SE/PV
	7.  Date, Time and Venue of the Next Meeting

It was agreed the Board should meet next in September. 4th in MK. Date etc to be finalised.


B&MK Waterway Park Board DRAFT Meeting 10 Notes 18 March 2015
Page 1 of 3

